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4 ALBERT EMBANKMENT 
LONDON SE1 7SR 

Telephone: +44 (0)20 7735 7611 Fax: +44 (0)20 7587 3210 

Circular Letter No.4503 
31 January 2022 

To: All IMO Members 
Intergovernmental organizations 
Non-governmental organizations in consultative status 

Subject: Communication from the Government of the Republic of Iraq 

The Government of the Republic of Iraq has sent the attached communication, 
dated 23 January 2022, with the request that it be circulated by the Organization. 

*** 
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EMBASSY OF THE REPUBUC OF IRAQ 
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LONDON 

Mr. Kitack Lim 

Secretary-General of the International Maritime Organization 

Excellency, 

Upon instructions from my Government, I have the honour to enclose herewith Note 
Verbal No: 9/5/11/414 dated on 23/1/2022 and Note Verbal No: 9/5/11/415 dated on 
23/1/2022 and Note Verbal No: 9/5/11/416 dated on 23/1/2022 from the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Iraq (with its unofficial translation), addressed to 
your esteemed Organisation regarding the measures taken by the Government of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran . 

I would highly appreciate it if you could circuiate the present letter and its annexes to 
the member States and relevant Committees as a document of the International 
Maritime Organization . 

Please accept, Your Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration. 

Yours sincerely 

Mohammed Jaafar Al- Sadr 

21Queens Gate SW7 5JE London 
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www.mofa.gov.iq 
lonemb@mofa.gov.iq 

Tel.: +442075907650 
Fax:+442075907679 
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Unofficial Translation 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Iraq presents its complements to the 

Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran in Baghdad, and following Note Verbal No. 

10/1/9/84 dated 13/1/2121, has the honour to inform it of the objection of the Government of 

the Republic of Iraq to Iranian authorities placing cement pillars in vicinity of the submerged 

Iraqi crane Antara, within the coordinates a system of precise degree and minute parts 

4846.973E 29 50 .466N, which hinders maritime traffic and directly affects the movement of 

ships entering and leaving the Shatt al-Arab, contrary to the rules of international law and 

relevant international norms. 

The Government of the Republic of Iraq in its objection of placing the pillars in the 

aforementioned coordinates, and demands the suspension of work on the project and the 

remove of the pillars until the matter is discussed bilaterally between the two friendly 

countries, as the area is not demarcated between the two countries, which requires agreement 

in advance on the delimitation of the borders in the area before the commencement of any 

work. 

The Ministry would be grateful if the esteemed embassy would convey the above to the 

competent Iranian authorities and inform the Ministry accordingly. 

The Ministry of the Republic of Iraq avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy of 

the Islamic Republic oflran in Baghdad, the assurances of its highest consideration. 

Embassy of the Islamic Republic oflran / Baghdad 
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Unofficial Translation 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Iraq presents its complements to the 

Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran in Baghdad, and with reference to Embassy Note 

Verbal No. 200/557215 dated 9/27/2020, has the honour to inform it of the objection of the 

Government of the Republic of Iraq to the maritime declaration issued by the Iranian Ports 

and Maritime Organization No. 10 / 2020.S dated 08/26/2020, which established a waiting 

area in the below listed coordinates. These coordinates are located in an undemarcated 

marine area between the two countries, which requires prior bilateral agreement on 

demarcating the maritime borders in the area. Its establishment creates an obstacle to the 

smooth flow of navigational vessels heading to Iraqi ports overlooking the Shatt Al-Arab 

Canal, and it violates the rules of international law. Therefore, the Government of the 

Republic of Iraq calls for the work to be stopped in the area until the issue is discussed 

bilaterally between the two friendly countries. 

A.29-49.80N 048-49.00E 

B.29-49.80N 048-51.60E 

C.29-49.00N 048-51.60E 

D.29-49.00N 048-50.50E 

E. 29-49.50N 048-49.00E 

The Ministry would be grateful if the esteemed embassy would convey the above to the 

competent Iranian authorities and inform the Ministry accordingly. 

The Ministry of the Republic oflraq avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy 

of the Islamic Republic oflran in Baghdad, the assurances of its highest consideration. 

Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran/ Baghdad 
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Unofficial Translation 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Iraq presents its complements to the 

Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran in Baghdad, and has the honour to inform the later 

of the objection of the Republic of Iraq to the law on the delimitation of the maritime borders 

of the Islamic Republic of Iran (the baseline and the territorial sea) deposited with the United 

Nations, in particular point No. 1 marked on the attached map to the law in question at which 

the coordinates are not explicit, as the rest of the baseline coordinates of the Iranian territorial 

sea. 

The Government of the Republic of Iraq while protesting these measures, demands 

clarification of the reasons that prompted Iran not to establish the coordinates of point 

above. 

The Ministry would be grateful if the esteemed embassy would convey the above to the 

competent Iranian authorities and inform the Ministry accordingly. 

The Ministry of the Republic of Iraq avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy 

of the Islamic Republic of Iran in Baghdad, the assurances of its highest consideration. 

Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran/ Baghdad 
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