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Circular Letter No.4527
8 March 2022

To: All IMO Members
Intergovernmental organizations
Non-governmental organizations in consultative status

Subject: Communication from the Government of Ukraine

The Government of Ukraine has sent the attached communication, dated 8 March 2022, with
the request that it be circulated by the Organization.
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Mr. Kitack Lim

Secretary-General

International Maritime Organization
4, Albert Embankment

London

SE1 7SR

United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland

Dear Mr. Kitack Lim,

Taking this opportunity and on behalf of the Ministry of Infrastructure of
Ukraine [ would like to express my sincere respect to Your Organization and address
with the following.

On behalf of the Ministry of Infrastructure of Ukraine I have the honor to
present my compliments to Your Excellency and to the International Maritime
Organization and would like to address with the following.

Please be kindly informed that on 24 February 2022 Russia has launched a full-
scale invasion of Ukraine, which represents an act of war, a gross violation of
Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial integrity, the UN Charter and the fundamental
norms and principles of international law.

Russian troops have entered into the territory of Ukraine from Belarus and the
occupied Crimea, and are attacking Ukrainian cities and critical infrastructure,
including maritime ports zones in the Black Sea and the Sea of Azov, airport
facilities throughout the country, as well as of civilian objects, taking the death toll
on Ukrainian population.
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Russian aggression is already bringing extremely dire consequences for
Ukrainian and international maritime shipping. In the Black Sea several merchant
ships have already suffered from the illegal actions of the Russian naval forces.
Global supply chains have been disrupted. Thousands of Ukrainian seafarers cannot
safety and quickly return home to their families.

At a time when children, mothers, civilians of Ukraine are dying from
bombings, rocket attacks by aggressors on the cities and villages of Ukraine, shells,
mines and bullets flying towards civilians, we believe that we will not allow Russian
companies to get money used to kill Ukrainians people. Ukraine appeals to all IMO
Member States cooperating with the federal institution which under the direct
control of the Government of the Russian Federation to suspend cooperation with
the Russian Maritime Register of Shipping and terminate all agreements on the
provision of inspections, statutory services and the issuance of relevant certificates
on behalf of the flag state.

Your understanding will be greatly appreciated.

Let me address to the Secretariat with the kind request to circulate submit this
letter among all Member States of the International Maritime Organization.

Sincerely yours,

Oleksandr Kubrakov,
Minister of Infrastructure of Ukraine

Mykola Melnyk +38044351 44 80
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