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Circular Letter No.4513
21 February 2022

To: All IMO Members
Intergovernmental organizations
Non-governmental organizations in consultative status

Subject: Communication from the Government of the Republic of Iraq

The Government of the Republic of Iraq has sent the attached communication,
dated 16 February 2022, with the request that it be circulated by the Organization.
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EMBASSY OF THE REPUBLIC OF IRAQ

Date: [ & /02/2 ——;
ate: 022 LONDON

H.E.Mr.Kitack Lim,

The Secretary-General of the International Maritime Organization

Excellency,

Upon instructions from my Government, I have the honor to enclose herewith
the Note Verbal No.2125/3/5/9 dated on 15/2/2022 from the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of the Republic of Iraq ( with its unofficial translation ), addressed to the
Embassy of the State of Kuwait regarding the protest against the illegal measures
taken by Kuwaiti patrols against the commercial ship (MV. CAPE AKRITAS).

I would highly appreciate it if you could circulate the Note Verbal and its
annexes to the member States and relevant Committees as a document of the
International Maritime Organization.

Please accept, Your Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.

o (/ a——

The Permanent Representative
Ambassador
Mohammed Jaafar Al-Sadr

www.mofa.gov.iq Tel.: +442075907650
210ueens Gate SW7 SJE London lonemb@mofa.gov.iq Fax: +442075907679
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Unofficial Translation
Urgent

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Iraq presents its compliments to the
Embassy of the State of Kuwait in Baghdad, and would like to inform the latter that the Iraqi
authorities have passed information to the Ministry that a Kuwaiti patrol boat has intercepted and
harassed the ship (MV. CAPE AKRITAS) with a draft of 10 meters face to face. The ship was on its
course in the middle of the navigational passage because of its critical draft. The pilot of the ship has
made several contacts with the Kuwaiti patrol crew via (VHF) devices, and there was no response,
which prompted the crew of the commercial ship to change its course despite the seriousness of the
situation in order to avoid collision with the Kuwaiti patrol boat, this procedure endangered the
possibility of the ship running aground at 11:23 hours on 11/19/2021, near Warba Island and the Buoy
23 heading to Umm Qasr Port (as illustrated in the CD).

The Government of the Republic of Iraq hereby registers its protest against this measure which
contravened the provisions stipulated in Articles 17 and 26 of the 1982 Law of the Sea Convention,
relating to the right of innocent passage and the relevant international resolutions issued by the
Security Council in this regard, including paragraph 5 of Resolution No. 833 of 1993 related to
respecting the right to navigational passage, as well as Article 4 of the Convention Regulating
Maritime Navigation in Khor Abdullah signed between the two countries on 29/04/2012. The
Government of the Republic of Iraq calls on its neighbour and brother Kuwait to abide by the
international conventions which guarantee the safety of maritime navigation in the region, and enhance
brotherly and neighbourly relations between the two countries. The Ministry would be grateful if the
esteemed embassy would convey the above to the competent Kuwaiti authorities to prevent the
recurrence of such incidents in the future which affect the maritime traffic in Khor Abdullah and
expose the commercial ships heading to Iraqi ports to navigational risks, as well as the possibility of

risks afflicting the Kuwaiti patrols themselves.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs avails itseif of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy of the

State of Kuwait, the assurances of its highest consideration.

Embassy of the State of Kuwait / Baghdad



	Blank Page



