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Your Excellency President Ferdinand Marcos Jr., ladies and gentlemen, 

good afternoon. 

 

This ceremonial signing of the implementing rules and regulations of 

Republic Act No 12021  marks a significant milestone as we begin the 

implementation of the President’s vision to elevate the standards of 

protection, welfare, and empowerment of the men and women who 

have long been the lifeblood of global shipping, the Filipino seafarers. 

 

They have consistently demonstrated their excellence and resilience, 

making up a significant portion of the world’s maritime workforce. It is 

high time that we establish robust legal safeguards to uphold their 

rights and address the evolving challenges they face. 

 

Today, we celebrate not just a legislative accomplishment but a 

concrete expression of our nation's gratitude and commitment to our 

seafarers.  

 

This IRR provides a comprehensive framework to operationalize the 

principles enshrined in the Magna Carta. The final version  contains 22 

Rules and please allow me to highlight its key provisions, under four 

major objectives:  
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1. Strengthening Seafarers’ Rights and Welfare: At its core, the IRR 

guarantees safe and comfortable  working conditions for Filipino 

seafarers. It mandates fair compensation, access to information, 

medical care, and grievance mechanisms to protect their dignity 

and well-being both onboard and onshore. 

 

2. Promoting Equality and Inclusion: The IRR emphasizes gender 

equality and ensures protection against discrimination, 

harassment, and bullying. It also lays out measures to foster 

inclusivity and provide equal opportunities for all seafarers. 

 

3. Advancing Maritime Education and Training: Quality maritime 

education and training are vital to maintaining the 

competitiveness of Filipino seafarers in the global market.  

 

The IRR further strengthens MARINA as the single maritime 

administration with jurisdiction over maritime education both for 

overseas and domestic seafarers. 

 

4. Ensuring Accountability: The IRR establishes clear guidelines for 

shipowners, manning agencies, and other stakeholders, holding 

them accountable for the welfare of  seafarers. It also introduces  
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mechanisms to prevent abandonment, address ambulance 

chasing, and ensure timely repatriation and compensation in 

cases of disputes. 

 

Moving  forward, various government agencies involved including 

MARINA will begin with the development of subsequent detailed 

policies and guidelines identified during the 3-month consultations  in 

order to give full and complete effect to the Magna Carta and its IRR. 

 

I would like to echo the statement  of the IRR Chair, Honorable 

Secretary Cacdac that this IRR is not just a legal document, it is a 

promise to protect our seafarers from exploitation, a promise to 

provide them with opportunities for growth, and a promise to secure 

their rightful place as key contributors to the maritime industry.   

 

We owe this achievement to the dedicated efforts of our legislators, 

government agencies, maritime stakeholders, and the seafarers 

themselves, who have actively engaged with us during the drafting and 

consultation process.  

 

Let us all commit to ensuring that these Rules are implemented 

effectively, with the seafarers’ welfare as our foremost priority. 
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With the signing and publication of this IRR, let us celebrate not just 

the progress we have achieved but also the brighter future we envision 

for our Filipino seafarers and their families.  

 

Together, let us sail toward a more inclusive, resilient, and  stronger  

maritime nation,  as we pursue the aspirations of a Bagong Pilipinas.  

 

Thank you, and mabuhay ang Marinong Pilipino!  

 

 

 

 


