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OUR EASTEEMED PARTNERS from AP Moller- Maersk, led by Ms 

Caroline Pontoppidan, Executive Vice President- General.Voinsel and 

Head of Corporate Affairs, 

Mr. Güngör Ates, Owner’s Representative and Director;   

Ms. Melissa San Gabriel, Head of Area Operations TBM (South East 

Asia) and Country Manager for Philippines; 

 Koh Ling Di, Head of Public Affairs, Southeast Asia  

MARINA Officials:  Deputy Administrator for Planning, Ms. Nenita S. 

Atienza; Deputy Administrator for Operations, Ms. Nannette Z. 

Villamor-Dinopol; Executive Director, Mr. Samuel L. Batalla; Deputy 

Executive Director, Capt. Vicente C. Navarro; our distinguished guests; 

friends from the media, and members of the maritime community—

ladies and gentlemen, good morning. 

Today, we gather together to mark a significant milestone in 

strengthening our shared vision of progress, sustainability and 

innovation in maritime industry.  The signing of this Memorandum of 

Understanding between the Maritime Industry Authority (MARINA) and 

MAERSK, a global leader in shipping and logistics, symbolizes our  

commitment to collaborate, innovate and move forward together 

toward shared goals.   



This initiative signals a shared vision to take actionable steps in 

addressing one of the most pressing challenges of our time: climate 

change.  The maritime sector, while indispensable to global trade and 

economic development, must also evolve to meet the environmental 

responsibilities that the 21st century demands. We are, therefore, 

grateful to MAERSK for stepping forward, not only as a leader in 

industry innovation but as a willing and proactive partner in this 

journey toward sustainability. 

Under this MoU, MARINA and MAERSK will collaborate on several 

strategic fronts: 

Familiarization and Knowledge Exchange, including onboard visits and 

exposure programs aboard MAERSK vessels operating on methanol 

and other low or zero-emission fuels; 

Skills Development and Training for both Filipino seafarers and 

MARINA personnel, focusing on the safe operation of methanol-fueled 

vessels, compliance with environmental and safety regulations, and 

the adoption of sustainable maritime practices. Equipping MARINA 

personnel with the expertise and exposure to global best practices will 

undoubtedly strengthen the regulatory framework and drive 

meaningful change.  

Research and Development, where both Parties shall explore the 

competencies required for seafarers to operate ships powered by 

alternative fuels, and examine the technological, operational, and 

regulatory impacts of this fuel transition; 



Technology Transfer and Sharing of Best Practices, including expert 

consultations and technical workshops to improve understanding of 

energy-efficient vessel design and green technologies; 

And finally, Regulatory Framework Enhancement, as MARINA works to 

update and refine national maritime policies that support the safe and 

efficient integration of alternative fuels and emission reduction 

strategies into the Philippine shipping landscape. 

This partnership will pave the way for the Administration’s boldest 

thrust to enable MARINA personnel to get the much-needed 

knowledge, deeper understanding and exposure to the use of 

alternative fuel from the global shipping leaders and first movers in the 

use of methanol as fuel. This initiative will boost MARINA’s capacity to 

develop regulatory framework and implement measures to support 

green transition.  

Indeed, this collaboration strengthens MARINA’s role not just as a 

regulatory agency, but as an institution that, innovates, leads and 

transforms.   We recognize that a successful green transition requires 

more than ambition; it requires real-world experience, continuous 

learning, and engagement with global leaders like MAERSK, who are 

already implementing innovative solutions. 

Allow me to emphasize that this MoU is not just a document, it is a 

framework for action. It is a call for bold cooperation. And it is a 

commitment to future generations that the Philippines will do its part 

in achieving a safer, cleaner, and more sustainable maritime industry.  



It is a reflection of our shared values and a pledge to create lasting, 

positive impacts.  

On behalf of the MARINA and the entire Philippine maritime 

administration, I extend my deepest appreciation to MAERSK for this 

partnership. Together, let us navigate toward a future of progress, 

sustainability and shared success.  Thank you and we look forward to  

a fruitful collaboration and stronger partnership. 

Maraming salamat at MABUHAY!  

TAK SKAL DU HAVE 


