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Honorable Secretary Hans Leo Cacdac represented 

by Assistant secretrary Jerome Pampolina of the 

DMW, Dr. Conrado Oca – President of AMOSUP, Atty. 

Iris Baguilat- Chairperson of the ALMA Maritime 

Group, Captain Antonio Ladera,.President of Alma 

Group, Dr. Winston Conrad B. Padojinog – President 

of University of Asia and the Pacific, colleagues in 

government, members of the academic and maritime 

communities, industry leaders and sponsors,  dear 

seafarers, friends from the media, distinguished 

guests, good afternoon. 

 

I am very pleased and  optimistic  as we at the 

Maritime Industry Authority (MARINA) comes aboard 

the signing of a Memorandum of Agreement that 
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paves the way for a transformative endeavor: the 

development of a comprehensive Overseas 

Seafarers’ Industry Profile, Structure, and Impact on 

the Philippine Economy. 

 

I always believe on the importance of data analytics 

and admittedly, we still lack the integrated database 

that will cover all information about seafarers and 

their contribution to the country’s economy.  Yes, we 

in MARINA maintain the database on seafarers 

documents and I am sure DMW has its own database 

covering employment, while to determine the impact 

to economy, it would be easy to just compute the 

dollar remittances from seafarers. 

 

As presented by Dr. Padojinog,  much more are their  

contributions using the multiplier effect.  The study 

will also provide other factors and issues related to 

the deployment as well as the challenges. Initial 

analysis shows that though the PHiliplines continue 

to be the number one supplier of maritime 

professional for international ships,  its share in the 



 

 

global deployment is still low.  That is why it is the 

goal of MARINA to not only maintain the position of 

the Philippines as the premier supplier but also to 

increase the country’s share, particularly the share of 

ship officers. 

 

This collaboration amongs the government, manning 

agencies, seafarers association and even academe 

reflects our collective commitment to make our 

policies, programs, and plans for the maritime 

industry more intelligent, inclusive, responsive and 

impactful.  

 

The results this study will become vital tools for 

crafting sound, effective, and future-proof policies. It 

will give us with a clear picture of the economic 

contributions of our seafarers not just in terms of 

deployment and remittances, but also in the broader 

socioeconomic contributions they bring to their 

families, communities, and to our country’s 

development. It will give us the clarity to identify gaps 



 

 

and design timely interventions that elevate the 

quality of life and work for our seafarers. 

 

Research plays a crucial role in developing a 

framework necessary to effectively achieve the 

objectives of the MAgnacarta for Filipino seafarers. 

This is the reason that MARINA fully supports this 

initiative and is ready to fulfill its responsibilities in 

providing reliable data for this study. 

 

We commend ALMA for commissioning and funding 

this significant undertaking, and to Center for 

Research and Communication Foundation Inc,  for 

taking on the important task of executing this 

research. 

 

Our commitment at MARINA is to be an enabling 

partner; ensuring that the data we provide 

contributes meaningfully to a study that will 

ultimately guide national decision-making and policy 

intervention.   Let this day be a testament to what can 



 

 

be achieved when we pool our strengths and align 

our visions.  

 

Let me also take this opportunity to welcome and 

express my appreciation for the launching of the 

WOMEN OF ALMA.  I am sure with your organization, 

the voices of women in maritime will be louder and I, 

as Administrator is committed to listening to your 

voices.   

 

Thank you so much  and may this partnership, both 

the study and the new Women of Alma,  bring lasting 

benefits to our seafarers and to our maritime nation. 

 

MABUHAY! 


