
The Republic of the Philippines presents its candidature for re-election to the Council
of the International Maritime Organization (IMO) under Category C for elections to be
held on the 34th Regular Session of the IMO Assembly Meeting in December 2025.

The Philippines has participated in regional cooperative agreements aimed at effectively carrying out
the goals of the IMO on maritime safety, security and marine environment protection.

THE PHILIPPINES CANDIDATURE FOR THE 
IMO COUNCIL CATEGORY C
2026-2027 BIENNIUM

THE PHILIPPINES: GIVING THE WORLD ITS BEST

a member of the IMO since 1964 and the IMO Council since 1997
has ratified, acceded to, and implemented 29 IMO Conventions and is continuously working on the
ratification/accession to relevant IMO Conventions and Protocols 
an active member of the IMO Council since 1997
actively participates in the sessions of the Assembly, various Committees and Sub-committees of the
IMO, and the IMO Integrated Technical Cooperation Programme (ITCP) and provides perspectives as a
seafaring providing developing State
home of the IMO Regional Presence for Technical Cooperation in East Asia for twenty-one years 
has three (3) IMO Goodwill Maritime Ambassadors promoting not only seafaring but also other global
maritime professions

represents one-third of the global maritime workforce, which is the largest nationality of maritime crew
serving the international merchant marine fleet; Filipino seafarers are the “seafarers of choice” of
international manning principals 
deployed 219,381 maritime professionals for 2021, increasing to 385,239 in 2022 and an impressive 578,626 in
2023[1] 
The European Commission continues to recognize STCW Certificates issued by the Philippines following a
detailed assessment of the training and certification system
The Philippines has sustained its status as a significant provider of Filipino as it continues to be included in
the IMO’s      “White List” after an independent evaluation to check if it meets the international standards set
forth by the STCW Convention, 1978, as amended. 
The Philippines has four (4) competent persons assisting the IMO in the independent evaluation review and
one (1) IMSAS Auditor.    

as an archipelagic country with 7,641[2] islands, relies on maritime transport to bind its people and culture and
link it with its ASEAN neighbours and the world
has total foreign cargo throughputs of more than 172 million metric tons and 4.9 million foreign container traffic
(in TEU) in 2023[3];
recorded 11,145 ship calls for 2023 from international seaports nationwide
as an international and domestic merchant fleet of nearly 22,000[4] ships as of June 2024 and about 1,013[5]
ports (public and private ports excluding fishing ports)
5th largest shipbuilding nation in terms of global shipbuilding order book

supports the IMO's anti-piracy coordination and cooperation procedures
Chairperson of the Regional Cooperative Agreement on Combating Piracy and Armed Robbery in Asia-
Information Sharing Center (ReCAAP-ISC)
participates in the ASEAN-OSRAP (ASEAN Oil Spill Response Action Plan)
fosters strong partnerships on maritime safety, maritime security, maritime search and rescue, and marine
environment protection through MOUs with the USA, Indonesia, India, Djibouti, South Korea, Japan, China,
Singapore, Vietnam, Thailand, and Taiwan 

[1] Department of Migrant Workers, 2024 
[2] 10th-year Maritime Industry Development Plan (MIDP), 2020

[3] Philippine Ports Authority (PPA) 2023 Statistics
[4] MARINA – Management Information and Systems Service, 2024

[5] Philippine Ports Authority (PPA), July 2023; Subic Bay Metropolitan Authority (SBMA), and Cebu Port Authority (CPA), 2024
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initiates development of e-boats for short distance voyages, called “SESSY” or Safe, Efficient and
Sustainable Solar-Assisted Plug-in Electric Boat, and Maritime Energy Demand Information Analysis
Software (MEDIAnS), for a timely and data-driven policy evaluation and interventions related to
energy security and environmental sustainability.
develops the National Strategic Action Plan (NSAP) on Decarbonization towards nationwide
solutions for preventing marine-related pollution.
prioritizes its “Green Port Initiatives” patterned before the Green Port Awards System (GPAs) of the
Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) Port Services Network (APSN)
participates in the Regional Marine Pollution Exercise (MARPOLEX) 
partners with KOICA for a 5-year project, “Enhancement of Marine Litter Management in Manila Bay” 
Party to the Tokyo MOU on Port State Control
an active member of the ASEAN Port Association; BIMP-EAGA; MAIFA and APEC-TWG 
implements the ISPS Code and SOLAS Chapter XI-2 on ships and port facilities in the country that
are open to international trade

The Philippines commits to deliver and implement several projects under different IMO Programs,
such as the IMO-Republic of Korea Sustainable Maritime Transport Cooperation (SMART-C)
Programme (SMART-C Women, SMART-C Traffic, and SMART-C GHG Projects) with other ongoing
and completed projects, such as GEF-UNDP-IMO Project on Removing the Capacity Barriers for
Implementing Energy Measures for International Shipping, IMO-NORAD Cooperation Programme,
Global Maritime Energy Efficiency Partnerships Project or GloMEEP, GloFouling Project, Marine
Environment Protection for Southeast Asia Seas (MEPSEAS), and GloLitter Partnerships Project. The
Philippine maritime industry has also been instrumental in the completion of the IMO-WMU-
University of Strathclyde-World Bank-IFC Study on the Safety (FSA-P) and Energy Efficiency (ENV-
P) of Domestic Passenger Ships in the Philippines. 

Strong Collaboration and Cooperation on Various IMO Projects

The Philippines supports the streamlining of opportunities for women in the maritime sector. Approximately
104,036 female seafarers are registered under the MARINA Integrated Seafarers Management Online (MISMO)
System (May 2024). This significant number of female seafarers underscores the Philippines' dedication to
providing equal opportunities in the maritime industry.

As of August 2024, the Philippines has forged Memoranda of Agreement/Understanding (MOA/MOU) with 63
countries on Recognition of Certificates under Regulation I/10 of the STCW Convention, 1978, as amended.

The Philippines has recognized maritime higher education institutions (MHEIs) with recognized merchant marine
officers’ programs for deck and engine to ensure the quality and competence of its seafarers. As of August 2024,
the Philippines has recognized 83 MHEIs, with 77 eligible to offer the Bachelor of Science in Marine Transportation
(BSMT) program and 70 eligible to offer the Bachelor of Science in Marine Engineering (BSMarE) program; has 87
maritime training centers conducting approved training courses compliant with the STCW Convention, 1978, as
amended; has 31 accredited assessment centers reinforcing the country’s commitment to maintaining high
standards of competence for Filipino seafarers.

The Philippines was the first ratifying Member State to comply with the standards of the International Labour
Organization (ILO) Convention No. 185 or the Seafarers’ Identity Documents Convention 2003, as amended. 

The Philippines created internal coordinative mechanisms such as the Multi-sectoral Advisory Group on IMO
Concerns (MAGIC), the Inter-agency Coordinating Committee to Facilitate and Accession to the Implementation of
Maritime Conventions (ICCFRAIMC), and IMO Member State Audit Scheme (IMSAS) Technical Working Group
(TWG) and Council to ensure the full and complete implementation and enforcement of international maritime
instruments to which it is a State party. 

The Philippines shall continuously give its best to the world in support of the UN SDGs through the complete
digitalization of MARINA’s certification systems for seafarers, ships, and other institutions, relentless effort to
enhance maritime safety, particularly in passenger ferry operations, globalization by opening foreign equity,
aggressive initiatives on decarbonization, and, most importantly, sustained compliance to global and international
standards.
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