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DOTONG  ASSITANT VICE PRESIDENT FOR ACDEMICS & RESEARCH, 

distinguished College Deans, respected faculty and staff, proud families and 

guests, and, most importantly, the graduating class of 2025, a pleasant afternoon 

to all. 

It is with immense honor and privilege that I stand before you today as your 

Commencement Speaker on this momentous occasion—the 58th Commencement 

Exercises of this esteemed institution. The theme, “LPU-B: Fusing Technology, 

Innovation, and Industry for the Future Workforce,” speaks volumes about the 

future we are shaping together.  I am indeed proud as a true blodded Batanguena- 

“Ala-eh, ako ho ay taga dine din sa Batangas”. 

Dear Graduates, today is a turning point—a threshold between the familiar world 

of academic learning and the dynamic, often unpredictable terrain of the 

professional world. The journey ahead will undoubtedly be challenging, but it will 

also be equally rewarding. Today, we celebrate the beginning of your new chapter, 

one in which the skills and knowledge you have acquired will serve as your 

compass. 

Today’s theme is not just timely; it is essential. In every field, and especially in 

maritime and other sectors of industry, embracing technology, innovation, and 

adaptability is not merely a choice, but a necessity. The world you are about to step 

into is one defined by constant change, driven by both necessity and opportunity. 

Your chosen profession, particularly for those entering the maritime industry, will 

take you to the farthest corners of the globe, far from home, comfort, and 

familiarity. A career in maritime is not just about knowledge or talent—it’s about 

resilience, discipline, and teamwork. It’s about living and working together with 



others, leading in times of uncertainty, and protecting one another in extreme 

conditions. 

For those in maritime, you are entering the industry at an extraordinary time—one 

that’s evolving faster than ever before. The demand for sustainability has reshaped 

our approach to maritime operations. We are in the midst of a global movement 

toward decarbonization—using cleaner fuels, energy-efficient vessel designs, and 

embracing greener shipping practices. Your education has equipped you to 

navigate this transformation. Every classroom lecture, every simulation, every 

safety drill was not just an academic exercise; it was preparing you to be part of 

the solution. 

Additionally, the rise of automation and digitalization—powered by innovations 

such as artificial intelligence, blockchain, and remote ship operations—are 

revolutionizing maritime and other sectors. These technologies are not just tools; 

they are the new fabric of global supply chains and industries. Understanding how 

to harness these innovations will be critical to your success. 

But you are not alone on this journey. Whether you’re part of the maritime, tourism, 

hospitality, or business sectors, all of you are shaping the global economy and 

forging connections across nations. As seafarers, you are the backbone of 

international trade, ensuring that the world’s goods and commodities reach their 

destinations safely and efficiently. For those in the tourism and hospitality 

industries, you too are vital in driving global connectivity and economic growth. 

Your professionalism, dedication, and expertise will open doors and create 

opportunities in this interconnected world. 

Yes, the road ahead may seem daunting. The challenges you will face are 

inevitable. But I am confident in your ability to overcome them. Embrace 

innovation, adaptability, and resilience. The world is changing, and so must you. 

Use the tools of digitalization and automation not only to increase efficiency but to 

ensure safety, sustainability, and progress in whatever field you enter. 

Above all, I urge you to stay curious. Continue learning. Your diploma today is not 

the end of your journey—it is a mere permission slip to keep growing. Stay updated 

with the latest trends, pursue certifications, attend training, and never lose sight of 

the bigger picture. 

As Filipinos, you carry more than just your own dreams into the world. You carry 

the reputation of our nation—the global pride of Filipino seafarers, who make up 

more than 25% of the world’s maritime workforce. Your discipline, work ethic, and 



unwavering commitment to excellence are what set us apart on the international 

stage. You are not just individuals working abroad; you are ambassadors of our 

heritage and our values. Your success reflects the strength of the Filipino people. 

For those who will work here at home or abroad, remember: wherever you go, you 

carry with you the spirit of the Filipino workforce—talented, proficient, and 

hardworking. Whether on board ships or in offices, make us proud by delivering 

excellence in everything you do. Let your integrity shine brighter than any 

accolades or achievements you receive. 

The journey will not be easy. You will face loneliness at sea, fatigue, and separation 

from loved ones. You will miss significant milestones and question your path. In 

those moments, remember your “why.” What motivated you to embark on this 

journey? Hold onto that reason, because it will guide you through the tough times. 

And remember, asking for help is a sign of strength, not weakness. Speak up when 

needed, seek guidance, and when the time comes, mentor those who follow in your 

footsteps. This is how we build a strong, healthy workforce—by supporting each 

other, not just machines and technologies. 

Let me take this opportunity to highlight the MARINA’s ongoing digitalization 

efforts, such as the Integrated Seafarers Management Online (MISMO), which 

ensures that you, as seafarers, and institutions like LPU, will always have access 

to the resources, certificates, and documents you need, wherever you are in the 

world, as long as you have internet access. 

In the face of emerging technologies like AI, IoT, and robotics, the maritime 

industry does not view these as replacements for human workers. Rather, we see 

them as tools to enhance safety, efficiency, and effectiveness. We need a 

workforce that is not just skilled, but prepared to use these technologies to their 

full potential. You, the graduates of LPU-Batangas, have a head start. You already 

possess the foundation to harness these technologies, and it’s up to you to build 

on that knowledge with continuous learning. 

As Albert Einstein said, “Wisdom is not a product of schooling but of the lifelong 

attempt to acquire it.” 

In closing, I must express my gratitude to the families, mentors, and educators who 

have been your pillars of strength. Their sacrifices and support have been 

instrumental in bringing you to this point. To the parents, guardians, and families 

in attendance today—this achievement is yours as much as it is your graduate’s. 



To the faculty, mentors, and staff of LPU-Batangas—thank you for your unwavering 

commitment to shaping lives. You have imparted not just knowledge, but values 

that will carry these graduates far in life. 

To the graduating class of 2025, whether you’re setting sail on the seas or 

embarking on another professional journey, go forward with pride, 

professionalism, and purpose. Whatever challenges lie ahead—whether storms or 

triumphs—face them with courage and resilience. You have been trained for more 

than just a job; you have been prepared for a purpose. 

Congratulations, Class of 2025! Safe voyages, firm anchors, and fair winds. 

MABUHAY ang MARINONG PILIPINO and LPU- CLASS OF 2025. 

 

 

 


