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Good morning to our distinguished stakeholders from the domestic
shipping sector, our colleagues from the private sector, and our MARINA
family present today.

It am delighted to welcome you to this historic first Domestic Shipping
Industry Stakeholders’ Meeting after my time at the helm of the
Domestic Shipping Service (DSS). Today’s gathering is more than just
a meeting—it is a united stand for the lifeline of our archipelago, where
99.9% of our nation’s domestic trade moves through the steadfast
service of our own ships. Together, we reaffirm our shared mission to
keep this vital artery strong, resilient, and ready to carry the hopes and
progress of the Filipino people across our seas.

Today marks the start of a more structured and inclusive dialogue
between MARINA and the key players of the domestic shipping sector.

It is in this regard that I introduce our new Director for the Domestic
Shipping Service (DSS), Mr Luisito delos Santos, who will steer the
growth and development of our Domestic Shipping Industry for the next
three (3) years before he will get a new assignment within the Agency.

So for our initial meeting, we will begin by discussing the proposed
legislative measure to develop and expand the Philippine shipbuilding,
ship repair, boat building, and ship recycling industries. This is a

MARINA Building Tel. Nos.: (632) 8523-9078

20th Street corner Bonifacio Drive Email: oadm@marina.gov.ph
1018 Port Area (South), Manila, Website: https://marina.gov.ph
Philippines



mailto:oadm@marina.gov.ph
https://marina.gov.ph/

forward-looking legislation that, once enacted, can transform our local
shipbuilding capacity, create jobs, and elevate our competitiveness in
the global market. Shipbuilding and other related activities have the
potential for expanaion and growth given the developments in the
global market, where re-fleeting of ships is now the trend, transitioning
to green shipping. It is imperative that we, as stakeholders, examine its
provisions thoroughly and provide constructive inputs that will make it
truly responsive to industry realities.

The Domestic Shipping Service will also present its priority programs
for 2025, based on our personnel and funding capacity.

Another key agenda item today is the establishment of a formal private
sector counterpart in policy formulation and review. This is a step
towards institutionalizing stakeholder participation, ensuring that our
policies are not only technically sound but also grounded in operational
realities. Your voices, experiences, and insights are vital to crafting
rules and regulations that are both effective and practical.

As we go through today’s discussions, I encourage everyone to be
engaged in this participatory dialogue.

Let this meeting be a milestone that sets the tone for stronger
collaboration, more responsive policies, and a future-ready domestic
shipping industry.

Together, we can navigate the challenges ahead and steer the
Philippine maritime sector towards greater resilience, inclusivity, and
global competitiveness.

Once again good morbing and thank you for joining us.
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