
 
 
 
 

 

 
KOREA-PHILIPPINES MARITIME MOBILITY COOPERATION FORUM 

 
OPENING REMARKS 

09 September 2025, 1:00PM-5:30PM   

Radission Blu Hotel, Cebu 

 

SONIA B. MALALUAN 

Administrator 

Maritime Industry Authority 

 

[OPENING SPIEL: ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS] 

ASSISTANT SECRETARY HONORABLE VENTURA S PLAN OF THE 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT, HONORABLE CONGRESSMAN 

NATHANIEL”NAT” ODUCADO OF 1TAHANAN PARTY LIST,  HONORABLE 

MAYOR NESTOR ARCHIVAL OF CEBU CITY, MR JUNGHWAN LEE, 

CHAIRMAN OF THE KOREAN OFFSHORE AND SHIPBUILDING 

ENGINEERING COOPERATIVE, MR. OH EUN TAEK, MAYOR OF NAM-GU 

DISTRICT IN  BUSAN CITY, DR HA MYUNGSHIN, VICE PRESIDENT OF 

PUKYONG NATIONAL UNIVERSITY,  

OTHER DISTINGUISHED OFFICIALS FROM GOVERNMENT AGENCIES, 

OUR COMITTER PARTNERS FROM SBSR  ASSOCIATIONS AND 

ORGANIZATIONS, OUR ESTEEMED PARTNERS FROM THE BUSAN 

MARINE ENGINEERING ASSOCIATION (BUEA) AND THE KOREAN 

OFFSHORE AND SHIPBUILDING ENGINEERING CORPORATION 

(KOSEC), PAKYUNG NATIONAL UNIVERSITY, OTHER COLLEAGUES 

FROM KOREA, MARINA OFFICIALS, OIC DEPUTY ADMINISTRATOR 
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EMMANUEL CARPIO, CHIEF OF STAFF RONALDO BANDALARIA, 

LEGAL.SERVICE DIRECTOR ATTY EUSEBIA BOCO, SRS DIRECTOR 

MARC PASCUA, MARINA REGIONAL OFFICE VII DIRECTOR ANNABELL 

LAGAS AND TO MY FELLOW WORKERS FROM THE MARITIME 

INDUSTRY AUTHORITY (MARINA)—A BLESSED MORNING TO EACH AND 

EVERY ONE OF YOU. ANNYEUNGSHASEYO, YEOROBUN! (GREETINGS 

TO ALL!) 

 

THE EXPANSION OF TRADE AND BUSINESS RELATIONS BETWEEN THE 

PHILIPPINES AND OTHER NATIONS IS CRUCIAL TO SUSTAINING OUR 

ECONOMIC RECOVERY.  UNDER THE LEADERSHIP OF PRESIDENT 

FERDINAND 'BONGBONG' MARCOS JR., THE MODERNIZATION OF THE 

PHILIPPINE MARITIME INDUSTRY, PARTICUARLY THE EXPANSION OF 

THE SHIPBUIKDING AND SHIP REPAIR INDUSTRY,  IS VIEWED BY MANY 

ECONOMISTS AS A GAME-CHANGER FOR OUR NATIONAL ECONOMY. 

THIS UPGRADE IS A CLEAR PRIORITY OF THE ADMINISTRATION, AS 

REFLECTED IN THE ISSUANCE OF EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 55 IN 2024 

AND THE COMMITMENT TO FULLY IMPLEMENT THE MARITIME 

INDUSTRY DEVELOPMENT PLAN (MIDP) 2028. 

A SIMILAR EVENT WAS SUCCESSFULLY HELD ON NOVEMBER 8, 2022, 

AT THE MIDAS HOTEL IN PASAY CITY, BRINGING TOGETHER KEY 
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STAKEHOLDERS FROM BOTH KOREA AND THE PHILIPPINES.  

BUILDING ON THAT MOMENTUM, THE MARITIME INDUSTRY AUTHORITY 

BELIEVES THAT TODAY’S FORUM WILL FURTHER STRENGTHEN 

MARITIME COOPERATION AND EXPAND ENGAGEMENT BETWEEN OUR 

TWO COUNTRIES. 

THIS GATHERING FOSTERS DEEPER COLLABORATION AND MUTUAL 

UNDERSTANDING AMONG MARITIME STAKEHOLDERS, WHICH ARE 

VITAL FOR ENHANCING MARITIME SAFETY, ENVIRONMENTAL 

PROTECTION, AND SUSTAINABLE INDUSTRY DEVELOPMENT. 

LATER TODAY, THE REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES—THROUGH 

MARINA—AND THE KOREA OFFSHORE &SHIPBUIKDIBG ENGINEERIBG 

COOPERATIVE (KOSEC) WILL HAVE  A CEREMONIAL SIGNING OF A 

COOPERATION AGREEMENT. 

THE AGREEMENT AIMS TO PROMOTE MUTUAL UNDERSTANDING AND 

SUPPORT THE CONTINUED EXPANSION OF TRADE AND BUSINESS 

RELATIONS, PARTICULARLY IN THE FIELDS OF SHIPBUILDING AND 

MARITIME ENTERPRISE. NATURALLY, THIS COOPERATION WILL BE 

CARRIED OUT IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE APPLICABLE LAWS OF 

BOTH THE PHILIPPINES AND KOREA, AND IN FULL RESPECT OF EACH 
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COUNTRY’S INTERNATIONAL OBLIGATIONS AND NATIONAL 

INTERESTS. 

IT IS MY SINCERE HOPE THAT WE WILL MAKE THE MOST OF TODAY’S 

OPPORTUNITY—TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THE LATEST TRENDS IN SHIP 

TECHNOLOGY AND OTHER KEY DEVELOPMENTS THAT CAN HELP 

ENHANCE OUR DAILY OPERATIONS. 

AT THIS POINT, I CONGRATULATE ALL OF YOU IN ADVANCE FOR WHAT 

I’M SURE WILL BE A FRUITFUL AND MEANINGFUL EXCHANGE. I ALSO 

EXTEND MY HEARTFELT THANKS TO EVERYONE FOR BEING PART OF 

THIS IMPORTANT EVENT. 

AND FINALLY, THANK YOU.  

GAMSAHAMNIDA  BUSAN MARINE ENGINEERING ASSOCIATION FOR 

ORGANIZING AND HOSTING THIS FORUM HERE IN CEBU. 

MABUHAY TAYONG LAHAT! 

 


