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IMO COUNCIL CATEGORY C, BIENNIUM 2026-2027

MS. SONIA B. MALALUAN
MARINA ADMINISTRATOR

HON. SECRETARY VINCE DIZON,
HON. SECRETARY MARIA THERESA LAZARO,
EXCELLENCIES, MEMBERS OF THE DIPLOMATIC CORPS,
DISTINGUISHED COLLEAGUES, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN — GOOD EVENING.

THE PHILIPPINES IS A PROUD MARITIME NATION. FOR CENTURIES, OUR
STORY HAS BEEN WRITTEN ON THE SEAS. TODAY, WE CONTINUE THIS
TRADITION BY GIVING THE WORLD OUR BEST — OUR PEOPLE. OVER 1.1
MILLION FILIPINO SEAFARERS SERVE ACROSS THE GLOBE, MOVING SHIPS,
SAFEGUARDING TRADE, AND KEEPING SUPPLY CHAINS ALIVE. THEY ARE
THE QUIET FORCE BEHIND THE RHYTHM OF GLOBAL COMMERCE.

THE PHILIPPINES GIVES THE WORLD ITS BEST BY PROTECTING THEM. AT
HOME, WE ENACTED THE MAGNA CARTA OF FILIPINO SEAFARERS — A
LANDMARK LAW GUARANTEEING DIGNITY, FAIRNESS, AND SECURITY FOR
EVERY FILIPINO AT SEA. ON THE WORLD STAGE, THROUGH THE
DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, WE LED THE ADOPTION OF THE FIRST-
EVER UN HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL RESOLUTION ON SEAFARERS’ RIGHTS,
BECAUSE THEIR HUMAN RIGHTS MUST BE SAFEGUARDED WHEREVER THEY
SAIL.

THE PHILIPPINES GIVES THE WORLD ITS BEST BY UPHOLDING
INTERNATIONAL STANDARDS. THE COUNTRY REMAINS FULLY COMMITTED
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TO THE STCW CONVENTION AND THE MARITIME LABOUR CONVENTION,
ENSURING THAT OUR SEAFARERS ARE TRAINED, CERTIFIED, AND CARED
FOR AT THE HIGHEST LEVELS. WE HAVE EMBRACED DIGITAL INNOVATION
THROUGH SYSTEMS LIKE MISMO AND MARINA BEST, PROVIDING
TRANSPARENT AND EFFICIENT SERVICES FOR THE MEN AND WOMEN WHO
POWER THIS INDUSTRY.

THE PHILIPPINES GIVES THE WORLD ITS BEST BY SHAPING A SUSTAINABLE
FUTURE. STEERING BOLDLY TOWARD DECARBONIZATION, INVESTING IN
GREEN SHIP PROJECTS, AND PARTNERING WITH INTERNATIONAL LEADERS
IN ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP THROUGH INITIATIVES LIKE GLOMEEP,
GLOFOULING, AND SMART-C, WE ARE PROVING THAT DEVELOPING NATIONS,
TOO, CAN LEAD IN CLIMATE ACTION.

THE PHILIPPINES GIVES THE WORLD ITS BEST BY BUILDING AN INCLUSIVE
INDUSTRY. WITH MORE THAN 62,000 FILIPINA SEAFARERS AND A MARITIME
ADMINISTRATION LED BY WOMEN, THE PHILIPPINES CHAMPIONS GENDER
EQUALITY AND DIVERSITY AT SEA AND ON SHORE.

EXCELLENCIES, THE PHILIPPINES’ MARITIME STRENGTH IS NOT ONLY IN ITS
PEOPLE BUT ALSO IN ITS VISION. THE PHILIPPINES GIVES THE WORLD ITS
BEST BY PUSHING FORWARD FOUR KEY REFORM BILLS. THE SBSR TWIN
BILLS WILL MODERNIZE OUR SHIPBUILDING AND REPAIR INDUSTRY,
SUPPORTED BY FISCAL INCENTIVES TO ATTRACT GLOBAL INVESTMENT. THE
SHIP REGISTRY TWIN BILLS WILL ESTABLISH A COMPETITIVE
INTERNATIONAL REGISTRY, WITH INCENTIVES THAT WILL EXPAND OUR
FLEET AND STRENGTHEN OUR ROLE IN GLOBAL SHIPPING. THESE
MEASURES ARE MORE THAN NATIONAL REFORMS — THEY ARE OUR
CONTRIBUTION TO A SAFER, MORE COMPETITIVE, AND MORE RESILIENT
GLOBAL MARITIME COMMUNITY.

SINCE 1997, THE PHILIPPINES HAS BEEN A STEADFAST MEMBER OF THE IMO
COUNCIL. WE HAVE WORKED WITH YOU TO ADVANCE SAFETY,
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SUSTAINABILITY, AND SOLIDARITY AT SEA. TODAY, WE HUMBLY ASK TO
CONTINUE THAT JOURNEY WITH YOUR VALUED SUPPORT.

BECAUSE WHEN THE PHILIPPINES IS AT THE COUNCIL TABLE, WE GIVE NOT
ONLY FOR OURSELVES BUT FOR THE WORLD.

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, THE PHILIPPINES: GIVING THE WORLD ITS BEST.

THANK YOU, AND MABUHAY . ###
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