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Good morning, distinguished guests, colleagues, 

and partners in the maritime sector. 

 

At the outset, allow me to extend my warmest 

welcome to all of you to the STCW Philippine 

Conference. Today’s gathering is a product of the 

tireless and collective efforts of the Philippine 

Working Group on the Comprehensive Review of the 

STCW Convention.  

 

I would like to acknowledge the Philippine Working 

Group Steering and Working Committee, led by 

MARINA STCW Office Executive Director Mr. Samuel 

L. Batalla and Deputy Executive Director Capt. 

Vicente C. Navarro, together with our Maritime 

Education and Training Standards Supervisor Ms. 

Presca Lee B. Lugo, Chair of the Working Committee.  

Through their leadership and dedication, the Working 

Group has successfully produced the draft proposals 



 

we will deliberate on today.  I would also like to 

acknowledge the dedication of our colleagues from 

MARINA, and the active engagement of our maritime 

industry stakeholders, academic institutions, 

training providers, and seafarer representatives who 

have worked hand in hand to bring us here.  Your 

commitment and collaboration truly embody our 

nation’s shared vision of strengthening our maritime 

capacity and advancing global standards. 

 

 

 

 

As we gather here today, I ask you:  

 

What does it mean for the Philippines to take part in 

the Comprehensive Review of the STCW 

Convention? Is it merely about compliance, or is it 

about influence? Or Seafarers voice and inputs on 

regulations and standards that will affect them? 

 

We in  MARINA, dream of having a louder voice at the 

IMO…. We want to have the inputs and  influence in 

developing international rules and standards…..  it is 

an  opportunity for the Philippines to shape the future 

of global maritime practice, particularly those 

pertaining to seafarers.  As I keep on saying, we have 

the most number of maritime education and training 

institutions, we have the biggest  number of 



 

seafarers.  We have overcome many challenges in the 

implementation of the STCW convention and code, 

we have many success stories that we are truly 

proud!  

 

Let me emphasize this. The Philippines’ participation 

in the Comprehensive Review of the STCW 

Convention  is a responsibility we hold for the 

millions of Filipino seafarers who serve as the 

backbone of global trade.  Our voice matters in 

shaping international standards.  And we should be 

loud. We cannot remain quiet when the welfare and 

future of our seafarers are at stake. Through this 

conference, we demonstrate that the Philippines is 

not only a participant but a leader in ensuring that 

maritime education, training, and certification remain 

relevant, robust, and future-ready. 

 

This conference marks an important milestone in our 

preparations for the submission of the Philippine 

proposals to the International Maritime Organization 

this coming October 2025, which will be deliberated 

in February 2026 at the 12th Session of the Human 

Element, Training and Watchkeeping Sub-Committee 

of the IMO. Over the course of our sessions, we will 

focus on proposed amendments to Chapters II and III 

of the STCW Convention and Code, provisions that 

lie at the very heart of competency, safety, and 

professional growth for our seafarers. We will also 



 

place emphasis on our national initiatives on 

alternative marine fuels and emerging technologies, 

ensuring that the Philippines remains responsive to 

the future of shipping and the demands of 

sustainability. 

 

Today’s plenary presentations and technical 

discussions are not just academic exercises.  They 

are vital steps toward refining our national position, 

ensuring that our proposals are clear, forward-

looking, and firmly anchored on the realities faced by 

our seafarers and the maritime industry.  Your active 

engagement, insights, and expertise will make all the 

difference as we move forward. 

 

So, as we begin, I’ll reiterate. Let us keep these 

questions in mind.  

 

What does it mean for the Philippines to take part in 

the Comprehensive Review of the STCW 

Convention? IT IS DEFINITELY NOT  about 

compliance, iT IS ABOUT influence! 

 

Let us not only deliberate but also imagine. Let us not 

only refine but also inspire.  Because the future of 

seafaring SHOULD NOT BE  written by STATES WITH 

FEW HUNDREDS OF SEAFARERS, it is written by us, 

here, today AND BY THE HUNDREDS OF 

THOUSANDS OF FILIPINO SEAFARERS AND THE 



 

MORE THAN 160 MARITIME EDUCATION AND 

TRAINING INSTITUTIONS. 

 

Once again, I thank each of you for your presence 

and contribution. Together, let us make this 

conference a meaningful step toward charting the 

course for a LOUDER  Philippine voice AND A 

STRONGER POSITION at the IMO,  for a safer, more 

sustainable AND FUTURE- PROOF maritime 

WORKFORCE. 

 

Maraming salamat, and I wish us all a productive and 

SUCCESSFUL conference ahead. 

 


