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To Mr. Sabino Czar Cloma-Manglicmot Il, President and CEO of
Midway Colleges, the members of the Board of Trustees, College of
Maritime faculty and staff, our beloved parents and families, and

most of all, Batch 2025 graduates, a good morning.

It is with great pride and pleasure that | stand with you today for this
momentous and  historic event; Midway Colleges' First
Commencement Exercises of College of Maritime. On behalf of the
Maritime Industry Authority (MARINA), | want to offer my sincerest
felicitations to all of you who have toiled ceaselessly in order to

arrive at this moment.

This day is not merely another ritual but one with history for this
institution and in the lives of every graduate here. It is the day when
perseverance, sacrifice, and diligence are rewarded with triumph.
For Midway Colleges, it is even more special, for it is the first time
its College of Maritime is graduating students into the expansive

seas of possibility.

As the pioneer batch of maritime graduates, you have a special place

in the history of this institution. You are the first fruits of a dream
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which Midway Colleges planted; that is to offer quality maritime
education in this region and beyond, and equip maritime
professionals who will serve the global industry with competence,

character, and commitment.

This pilot commencement exercise is also meaningful because it
conveys a message that maritime education continues to grow;
reaching more places, more families, and more young seafarers. By
bringing out its first graduates, Midway Colleges joins the larger
national move to enhance the maritime industry workforce of the
Philippines; an endeavor that is important not just for our economy
but for the world.

To be "strongly driven,"” as our theme suggests, is to have the will to
push forward against adversity. It is to have faith in challenges as
opportunities and in the cause of changing the future. You too must
continue this spirit as graduates. You will face the maritime
profession with patience, discipline, and resilience. You will endure
the long journeys away from home, foreign cultures, and periods of
loneliness at sea. But if you keep your strong drive and with values,
guided by education, and fueled by dreams; you shall overcome

such challenges and create your own success map.

The Philippines is known to be the seafaring capital of the world for
providing nearly a quarter of the global maritime fleet's total number
of seafarers. From moving cargo and energy, to facilitating global
commerce flows, seafarers are indeed the lifeblood of maritime
trade. You, graduates today, are now joining the noble lineage. You

have on your shoulders not only your own dreams, but also the



honor of the Filipino seafarer; who are renowned throughout the
world for their competence, professionalism, flexibility, and

perseverance.

In addition to being individuals, you are also prospective leaders of
a maritime nation. Some of you will become ship officers, others
engineers, and others maritime administrators, teachers, or
business people. Wherever you end up, keep in mind that your
efforts are not only for your families, but for the country's

development and for safe seas.

At MARINA, we are very much dedicated to the support of your
education, training, and career development by robust policies and
institutions. The newly signed Republic Act No. 12021, or the Magna
Carta of Filipino Seafarers, is a milestone law that protects your
rights, well-being, and interests throughout your career. It
institutionalizes maritime education and training reforms, assures
equitable treatment on board, enhances medical and social benefits,

and offers career development mechanisms.

Just as significant, the Magna Carta also passes on the regulation of
maritime higher education to MARINA from CHED. What this really
means is that we now have the mandate to ensure that maritime
programs being offered nationwide not only meet international
standards, but are also attuned to the evolving demands of the
industry. This way, graduates such as yourselves are world-class

and adequately equipped to meet the challenges of the future.



We are also spearheading projects on digitalization, green shipping,
and capacity development, so that the Philippines continues to be at
the cutting edge of global maritime progress. These are all goals in
our quest to protect the safety, well-being, and professional

development of Filipino mariners.

You are the living testament to Midway Colleges’ College of Maritime
promise, as the pioneer batch of graduates from this institution. You
bring your alma mater's name with you wherever you go, and how
you practice your careers will inspire the succeeding batches to
come. As you embark on your maritime journey, do not forget three
things: remain anchored in your values, for although skills can open
doors, integrity, discipline, and respect will see you through;
practice lifelong learning, as the shipping industry continues to shift
with developments such as automation, green shipping, and digital
platforms that call for you to adjust and evolve; and serve with
purpose, so that your career is more than monetary reward by
benefiting your family, the nation, and keeping the seas safe and

sustainable.

Congratulations to the graduating Class of 2025!

Maraming salamat and Mabuhay!



