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HIS EXCELLENCY, PRESIDENT FERDINAND R. MARCOS JR,,
REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES;

HIS EXCELLENCY, AMBASSADOR FRANZ-MICHAEL MELLBIN OF THE
ROYAL DANISH EMBASSY TO THE PHILIPPINES;

HONORABLE SECRETARY ERNESTO PEREZ OF THE ANTI-RED TAPE
AUTHORITY;

HONORABLE ASSISTANT SECRETARY VENTURA PLAN OF THE
DEPARTMENT OF TANSPORT;

DISTINGUISHED GUESTS, FRIENDS, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN —
GOOD MORNING.

TO OUR ESTEEMED PARTNERS FROM DENMARK, OECD AND OTHER
SPEAKERS, WELCOME AND THANK YOU SO MUCH FOR
TRAVELLING THIS FAR TO JOIN US IN THIS FORUM.

TODAY, WE GATHER TO REVITALIZE A VISION — A VISION OF A
NATION THAT BUILDS, REPAIRS, AND INNOVATES FOR THE WORLD.
THIS FORUM, REVITALIZING THE PHILIPPINE SHIPBUILDING AND
SHIP REPAIR (SBSR) INDUSTRY— JOINTLY ORGANIZED BY THE
DANISH EMBASSY IN MANILA, THE ANTI-RED TAPE AUTHORITY,
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AND YOUR MARITIME INDUSTRY AUTHORITY IS A DECLARATION OF
OUR SHARED COMMITMENT TO STEER THE PHILIPPINE
SHIPBUILDING INDUSTRY INTO A NEW ERA OF GROWTH,
EFFICIENCY, AND GLOBAL COMPETITIVENESS.

THE SHIPBUILDING SECTOR IS VITAL TO THE GLOBAL ECONOMY,
INFLUENCING INTERNATIONAL TRADE, TRANSPORTATION, AND
EVEN DEFENSE. FOR DECADES, FILIPINO HANDS HAVE BUILT
VESSELS THAT SAIL THE WORLD’S OCEANS. EACH SHIP WE
LAUNCH CARRIES NOT JUST STEEL AND STRUCTURE, BUT ALSO
THE CRAFTSMANSHIP, PERSEVERANCE, AND PRIDE OF THE
FILIPINO WORKERS.

AS OF THIS YEAR, THE PHILIPPINES PROUDLY RECORDS 132
REGISTERED SHIPYARDS — THE HIGHEST IN THE PAST FIVE YEARS.
OUR TOTAL CAPACITY STANDS AT OVER 1.3 MILLION DEADWEIGHT
TONS, AND WITH THE ENTRY OF HYUNDAI HEAVY INDUSTRIES
PHILIPPINES, THAT CAPACITY IS SET TO DOUBLE TO 2.5 MILLION
DWT — MARKING A 200-PERCENT LEAP IN OUR INDUSTRIAL
CAPABILITY. HOWEVER, 73 % OF THE TOTAL REGISTERED SBSR
ENTITIES ARE CLASS C SHIPYARDS OR HAVE LIMITED CAPACITY
THAT CAN BUILD OR REPAIR SHIPS BELOW 80 METERS IN LENGTH.
THE MARINA LIKEWISE RECORDED 120 AFLOAT SHIP REPAIRERS,
167 BOAT BUILDERS AND 13 SHIPBREAKERS. THE SBSR INDUSTRY
HAS AN EXISTING WORKFORCE OF AROUND 11,129, 70 % OF WHICH
ARE SKILLED PERSONNEL.
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THE TOP 10 SBSR ENTITIES IN THE PHILIPPINES, IN TERMS OF
CAPITALIZATION, SHOWCASE A MIX OF INTERNATIONAL GIANTS
AND ESTABLISHED DOMESTIC FIRMS.

SEATRIUM PHILIPPINES, PART OF A LEADING GLOBAL BRAND,
DEMONSTRATES A FORMIDABLE FINANCIAL PRESENCE. ITS
CAPITALIZATION REFLECTS ITS EXTENSIVE CAPABILITIES IN SHIP
REPAIR, CONVERSION, AND COMPLEX OFFSHORE PROJECTS.

AUSTAL PHILIPPINES, A SUBSIDIARY OF THE AUSTRALIAN
SHIPBUILDING LEADER, IS A CRITICAL PLAYER, PARTICULARLY IN
THE CONSTRUCTION OF HIGH-SPEED ALUMINUM VESSELS FOR
BOTH COMMERCIAL AND DEFENSE APPLICATIONS. ITS HIGH
CAPITALIZATION IS INDICATIVE OF ITS ADVANCED
MANUFACTURING FACILITIES IN CEBU.

TSUNEISHI HEAVY INDUSTRIES (CEBU), INC. A MAJOR JAPANESE-
FILIPINO JOINT VENTURE, IS A PROLIFIC BUILDER OF LARGE
OCEAN-GOING VESSELS LIKE BULK CARRIERS. ITS STRONG
FINANCIAL BASE ENABLES ITS LARGE-SCALE PRODUCTION FOR
THE GLOBAL MARKET.

A NEW ENTRANT IN THE MARINA SHIPYARD REGISTRY, HYUNDAI
HEAVY INDUSTRIES PHILIPPINES, SIGNIFIES A MAJOR INVESTMENT
AND OPERATIONAL FOOTPRINT IN THE COUNTRY.

LOCAL SHIPYARDS IN THE TOP 10 INCLUDES :

1. PHILIPPINE IRON CONSTRUCTION & MARINE WORKS, INC.
2. BATANGAS SHIPYARD CORPORATION, A KEY ENTITY IN THE
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SHIP REPAIR SEGMENT, ITS SUBSTANTIAL CAPITALIZATION
POINTS TO A WELL-ESTABLISHED OPERATION CAPABLE OF
SERVICING A WIDE RANGE OF VESSELS.

3. JOSEFA SLIPWAYS' WHOSE CAPITALIZATION DEMONSTRATES
ITS CAPACITY AND ESTABLISHED PRESENCE IN THE
INDUSTRY, AND

4.1T IS IMPORTANT TO NOTE THAT ALSO IN THE LIST
COMPANIES OUTSIDE OF THE CORE SHIPBUILDING INDUSTRY.
RIO TUBA NICKEL MINING CORP. AND F.F. CRUZ & CO., INC.
ARE LEADERS IN MINING AND CONSTRUCTION,
RESPECTIVELY. MEANWHILE, SAN ANDRES FISHING INC. IS A
MAJOR PLAYER IN THE FISHING INDUSTRY, WHICH OPERATES
AND MAINTAINS ITS OWN FLEET.

AND NOW, WE STAND AT THE THRESHOLD OF A NEW CHAPTER —
ONE WHERE WE ENVISIONED THE PHILIPPINES, NOT ONLY AS A
NATION OF SEAFARERS, BUT A NATION OF SHIPBUILDERS.
SHIPPING AND SHIPBUILDING INDUSTRIES ARE INTERDEPENDENT
AND SYMBIOTIC, AS SHIPPING INDUSTRY'S NEED FOR NEW
VESSELS OR REPAIRS CREATE THE DEMAND THAT SHIPYARDS
SUPPLY.

IN THE RECENT YEARS, THE PHILIPPINES CONTINUES TO
CONSTRUCT SHIPS FOR LOCAL OR DOMESTIC USE, AS WELL AS
FOR EXPORT. IN 2024 ALONE, A TOTAL OF 484 SHIPS WERE BUILT
FOR DOMESTIC USE WHILE 22 SHIPS WERE CONSTRUCTED FOR
FOREIGN SHIPOWNERS. ON TOP OF LOCAL CONSTRUCTION,
IMPORTATION OF SHIPS HAS DOUBLED FROM 260 SHIPS IN 2020 TO
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583 IN 2023. OBVIOUSLY, THERE IS A GROWING DOMESTIC DEMAND
FOR SHIPYARDS IN THE PHILIPPINES, WHILE THE GLOBAL MARKET
IS EXPECTED TO GROW, AS WELL, DUE TO INCREASED GLOBAL
TRADE, NAVAL MODERNIZATION, BOTH THE PHILIPPINE NAVY AND
THE PHILIPPINE COAST GUARD, HAVE ONGOING PROJECTS FOR
THE CONSTRUCTION OF NAVAL SHIPS AND PATROL BOATS,
TECHNOLOGICAL ADVANCEMENTS SUCH GREEN SHIPPING
TECHNOLOGIES, PROPULSION SYSTEMS, AUTOMATION, ENERGY
DEMAND SUCH SPECIALIZED SHIPS FOR OFFSHORE PLATFORMS
AND ENERGY CARRIERS ARE ALL PUSHING THE SHIPBUILDING
MARKET.

THE DEMAND FOR SHIPYARDS IS NOT LIMITED TO CONSTRUCTION
BUT ALSO SHIP REPAIR. SHIPS AS SILENT CARRIERS OF OUR
ECONOMY NEED REGULAR MAINTENACE, DRYDOCKING. ENGINE
OVERHAULS, BALLAST RETROFITS AND URGENT REPAIRS.
WITHOUT EFFICIENT SHIP DOCKS AND DRYDOCKING
INFRASTRUCTURE, GLOBAL SUPPLY CHAINS WOULD STALL,
SAFETY WOULD BE COMPROMISED AND MARITIME REGULATIONS
ROUTINELY VIOLATED.

| BELIEVE THAT THE KEY FACTORS THAT CONTRIBUTE TO A
NATION’S SUCCESS OF SHIPBUILDING AND SHIP REPAIR INDUSTRY
ARE:

FIRST : INDUSTRIAL CAPABILITIES AND INFRASTRUCTURE

TWO: TECHNOLOGICAL ADVANCEMENTS AND INNOVATION

| SBM



THREE: SKILLED WORKFORE AND EXPERTISE
FOUR : SUPPORTIVE GOVERNMENT POLICIES
AND FIVE: ABILITY TO ADAPT TO EVOLVING MARKET DEMANDS

IT IS WITHOUT ANY DOUBT THAT | CAN EASILY PUT A CHECK MARK
ON SKILLED AND EXPERT WORKFORCE, AS WELL AS SUPPORTIVE
GOVERNMENT POLICIES IN THE PHILIPPINES. WITH OUR DANISH
PARTNERS, WE CAN EASILY BUILD ON OUR CAPABILITIES &
INFRASTRUCTURE AND APPLY DANISH TECHNOLOGY AND
INNOVATION IN THE PHILIPPINE SBSR SECTOR.

THROUGH OUR COLLABORATION WITH ARTA, WE ARE CUTTING
RED TAPE AND BUILDING A MARITIME ECOSYSTEM THAT MOVES
EFFICIENTLY, TRANSPARENTLY, AND COMPETITIVELY.

ALSO COMPLEMENTING THIS INITIATIVE IS THE PROPOSED
SHIPBUILDING AND SHIP REPAIR DEVELOPMENT BILL, WHICH WILL
INSTITUTIONALIZE INCENTIVES, ATTRACT INVESTMENTS, AND
ENABLE THE PHILIPPINES TO STAND PROUDLY AMONG THE
WORLD’S LEADING MARITIME MANUFACTURING NATIONS.

THROUGH OUR PARTNERSHIP WITH THE DANISH GOVERNMENT
AND STAKEHOLDERS, WE ARE ALIGNING THE PHILIPPINES WITH
GLOBAL STANDARDS — LEARNING FROM DENMARK'’S LEGACY OF
MARITIME EXCELLENCE AND LEADERSHIP IN ADVANCE
TECHNOLOGY AND INNOVATION IN SHIPBUILDING AND SHIP
REPAIR, WE CAN STRENGTHEN OUR OWN.
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THESE PARTNERSHIPS EMBODY THE VERY ESSENCE OF BAGONG
PILIPINAS — GOVERNMENTS AND INDUSTRY WORKING TOGETHER,
NOT IN SILOS, BUT IN SYNERGY.

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, THE PHILIPPINE SHIPBUILDING SECTOR
ALREADY SUPPORTS THOUSANDS OF SKILLED FILIPINOS —
WELDERS, ENGINEERS, FITTERS, DESIGNERS — WHO BREATHE
LIFE INTO STEEL AND TURN BLUEPRINTS INTO PRIDE. WITH EVERY
NEW INVESTMENT, WE ARE NOT JUST BUILDING SHIPS — WE ARE
BUILDING COMMUNITIES. EACH SHIPYARD ESTABLISHED, EACH
PARTNERSHIP FORGED, EACH POLICY REFORMED — IS A STEP
TOWARD A STRONGER, SMARTER, AND MORE SUSTAINABLE
GLOBAL MARITIME FUTURE.

WE ARE BUILDING A PHILIPPINES THAT THE WORLD WILL LOOK TO
— NOT ONLY FOR SEAFARERS, BUT FOR THE SHIPS THAT CARRY
GLOBAL TRADE AND MOVE THE WORLD.

AS WE EMBARK ON THIS NEW ERA, LET US REMEMBER:
THE FUTURE OF PHILIPPINE SHIPBUILDING WILL NOT BE IMPORTED
— IT WILL BE IMAGINED, DESIGNED, AND BUILT BY FILIPINOS, RIGHT
HERE, ON OUR VERY OWN SHORES.

LET THIS GATHERING SERVES AS OUR COLLECTIVE COMMITMENT
— FROM GOVERNMENT TO INDUSTRY, FROM DENMARK TO THE
PHILIPPINES — TO STEER TOGETHER TOWARD A FUTURE DEFINED
BY INNOVATION, INTEGRITY, AND SHARED GROWTH.MABUHAY
ANG INDUSTRIYA NG MARITIMA! MARAMING SALAMAT PO.
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