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H.E. AMBASSADOR CHRISTIAN LYSTER, officials
and personnel of the Norwegian Training Center and
SKULD, distinguished speakers, our esteemed
maritime stakeholders, dear seafarers, ladies and
gentlemen good morning.

| would like to thank the organizers of SKULD
SCHOOL FOR SEAFARERS 2025 for inviting me to
speak in this gathering that brings together maritime
professionals, industry leaders, and seafarers who
share a common vision to advance safety at sea. this
program is a welcome initiative that provides a
venue for learning and collaboration on topics and
subject matter that are very important in ship’s safe
operation, through loss protection and risk
management. knowledge on protection and
indemnity insurance covering liability claims
including those from crew and other third parties
such as passengers, marine insurance like hull and
machinery, cargo claims and how claims are
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processed is essential. Knowledge and
understanding of seafarers mental health and the
provisions of the Magna Carta are also SIGNIFICANT
to our seafarers.

For MARINA, ensuring the safety and
professionalism of Filipino seafarers is not only a
regulatory obligation but also a moral one. We
recognize that every policy we craft, every training
standard we enforce, and every collaboration we
pursue must ultimately contribute to safer seas and
a stronger global reputation for Filipino seafarers.

Through our continuous implementation of the
STCW Convention, MARINA remains steadfast in
maintaining the highest standards of maritime
education, training, and certification. We continue to
strengthen our systems to ensure compliance,
transparency, and integrity.

MARINA fully supports the industry’s transition
toward a smart, safe, and sustainable shipping. We
have taken active steps in advancing green shipping
initiatives aligned with the International Maritime
Organization’s (IMO) greenhouse gas reduction
targets. We are also developing appropriate training
standards to ensure that our seafarers are fully
capacitated to assume responsibilities in the
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operationalization of these new technologies without
compromising safety and operational excellence.

As we look ahead, it is vital to remember that at the
heart of every technological innovation and
regulatory reform are the people who make shipping
possible; our seafarers. Their health, well-being, and
dignity must remain our foremost priority.

The Philippines takes pride in being the world’s top
seafaring nation and with this privilege comes great
responsibility. MARINA, in collaboration with our
national and international partners, continues to
work toward ensuring that Filipino seafarers are not
only competent and employable but also protected
and valued.

This is reflected in our ongoing efforts to implement
the provisions of Republic Act 12021 or the Magna
Carta of Filipino Seafarers, which aims to strengthen
their rights, provide clear mechanisms for protection,
ensure competence through effective education and
training, and promote their holistic welfare. It is our
commitment to ensure that Filipino seafarers
continue to be recognized not just for their skills but
for their resilience, and professionalism.

The success of the maritime industry has always
depended on partnerships; between and among
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governments, education and training institutions,
shipping companies, and other  maritime
stakeholders. This conference is a testament on how
collaboration can drive meaningful progress towards
creating a stronger, safer, and more future-ready
maritime industry. On behalf of the MARINA, | am
truly grateful to the Royal Norwegian Embassy in
Manila, the Norwegian Training Center for this
collaboration with SKULD, a leading insurance
provider in maritime in providing this program to
seafarers. Thank you SKULD for bringing this to
Manila. This is indeed a manifestation of your
commitment in ensuring that seafarers are not only
getting knowledge, understanding and proficiency
required under the STCW Convention and Code, but
taking extra mile to provide over and above said
requirements.

To our dear seafarers take the most of this program
as not all seafarers are lucky enough to receive
additional knowledge on protection and indemnity,
marine insurance and the relevant claims handling.
We dont want of course, our seafarers needing to use
this knowledge and procedures for better
understanding on these areas. This vital information
will also come handy to avoid being a victim of
“ambulance chasing”, at the same time be aware
also of how to claim from shipowners in cases of
disability and other legal claims.
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May this program achieve its intended outcome, and
inspire our seafarers WITH OUR SHARED
commitment to excellence, to safety, and to the
welfare of our maritime workforce, who embody the
spirit of global trade and human resilience.

Thank you and Mabuhay!
TUSEN TAKK

Page 5 of 5



