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OFFICIAL LAUNCHING OF MV STARLITE 
RESILIENCE 

 
SHORT MESSAGE  

OF THE ADMINISTRATOR 
Batangas Country Club 

16 January 2026 
 

SONIA B. MALALUAN 
Administrator 

Maritime Industry Authority 
 
 

[OPENING: ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS] 

 

TO STARLITE FERRIES GENERAL MANAGER 

SHANE ANTHONY ARANTE; 

TO FELLOW WORKERS IN THE GOVERNMENT; 

RELEVANT MARITIME STAKEHOLDERS; 

DISTINGUISHED GUESTS; 

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN; 

A PLEASANT EVENING TO EVERYONE. 

 

IT IS WITH GREAT PLEASURE TO BE HERE 

TONIGHT AS WE OFFICIAL LAUNCH THE MV 

STARLITE RESILIENCE. THE MARITIME INDUSTRY 

AUTHORITY (MARINA) WELCOMES AND WISH TO 

SHOWCASE SHIPPING COMPANIES INITITIATIVES 
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AND PROJECTS ON SHIP MODERNATION AND  

DEVELOPMENTS IN THE  PHILIPPINE MARITIME 

INDUSTRY, PARTICULARLY SO IN THE DOMESTIC 

SHIPPING. 

 

MV STARLITE ALLIANCE  SHOWS THE 

COMMITMENT OF STARLITE FERRIES  IN 

MODERNIZATION OF DOMESTIC SHIPPING  AND, 

ENHANCEMENT OF MARITIME SAFETY AND 

MARINE ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION. 

 

I COMMEND STARLITE FERRIES, INC. FOR 

SUSTAINING AN OUTSTANDING CREDIBILITY AS 

ONE OF THE ROLE MODEL COMPANIES IN THE 

COUNTRY. LAST SEPTEMBER, THE MARINA 

AWARDED THE MV STARLITE STELLA MARIS WITH 

THE “2025 SAFETY AT SEA AWARD” AS WE 

RECOGNIZED THE VESSEL'S COMPLIANCE TO 

SAFETY AND REGULATORY STANDARDS DURING 

THE NATIONWIDE INTENSIFIED COMPLIANCE 

MONITORING INSPECTIONS HELD IN APRIL LAST 

YEAR.  WE LOOK FORWARD TO MORE SHIPS OF 

STARLITE FERRIES TO RECEIVE SUCH AWARD AS 

WE WILL INSTITUTIONALIZE AND IMPLEMENT A 
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RECOGNITION AND AWARD SYSTEM.  WE BELIEVE 

SUCH SYSTEM WILL CONTRIBUTE TO THE 

ENHANCEMENT OF MARITIME SAFETY AND 

SUBSEQUENTLY RESTORING THE PUBLIC’S 

CONFIDENCE ON SEA TRANSPORT. 

 

WITH THE ADDITION OF ANOTHER NEW AND IACS-

CLASSED SHIP - MV STARLITE RESILIENCE, THE 

EXPERIENCE OF OUR PASSENGERS WILL BE 

MORE COMFORTBLE, ENJOYABLE, AND MOST 

IMPORTANTLY, A SAFER TRAVEL AT SEA.  

 

YESTERDAY, I WAS WITH THE PRESIDENT IN THE 

NAMING AND DELIVERY OF THE WORLD’S FIRST 

METHANOL DUAL FUEL KAMSARMAX BULK 

CARRIER  WHEREIN HE RECOGNIZED THE 

READINESS OF OUR COUNTRY TO LEAD THE 

GLOBAL TRANSITION TOWARDS NO CARBON AND 

SUSTAINABLE MARITIME TRANSPORT.  HE EVEN 

MENTIONED ABOUT THE FILIPINO'S 

CRAFTMANSHIP AND COMPETITIVENESS.  WE 

LOOK FORWARD TO DOMESTIC SHIPS BEING 

BUILT IN THE PHILIPPINES.  STILL, AT THIS POINT, 

WE,  IN MARINA APPRECIATES STARLITE FERRIES 
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SAFETY MANAGEMENT ABD OPERATIONS, THUS  

IT IS WITH GREAT CONFIDENCE THAT MV STARLITE 

RESILIENCE, AS WELL AS THE OTHER VESSELS OF 

STARLITE FERRIES WILL SIGNIFICANTLY 

CONTRIBUTE IN SUSTAINING A SAFER AND 

GREENER MARITIME INDUSTRY.  

 

THANK YOU FOR  INVITING MARINA TO WITNESS 

THIS ANOTHER MILESTONE. LET US WORK 

TOGETHER AS WE CONTINUE TO MODERNIZE  

DOMESTIC SHIPPING  WITHOUT COMPROMISING 

THE QUALITY OF SERVICES AND SAFETY OF SEA 

TRAVEL IN THE PHILIPPINES.   

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO STARLITE FERRIES AND I 

WISH MV STARLITE RESILIENCE FAIR WINDS, 

CALM SEAS AND SAFE VOYAGES.  MAY HER 

OFFICERS AND CREW SAIL WITH PRIDE, 

PROFESSIONALISM AND CARE. 

 

THANK YOU AND MABUHAY!  

 

 

 


