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Our distinguished partners from the Philippine Coast 

Guard, led by Commandant Admiral Ronnie Gil 

Gavan, to our esteemed counterparts from the 

Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in Muslim 

Mindanao, represented by Dir. Namjah Macapundag-

Panolong, and to my dedicated colleagues from the 

Maritime Industry Authority, represented by the 

Deputy Administrator for Planning, Nenita S. Atienza, 

and the OIC Deputy Administrator for Operations, 

Engr. Emmanuel B. Carpio, along with our Service 

Unit and Regional Directors and Officers-in-Charge, 

good morning. 

  

We gather today under a theme that is both timely 

and transformative: “Harmonizing Regulation and 

Enforcement for Safer and More Efficient Maritime 

Operations”. This is not merely a title for our forum; 

it is a profound declaration of our shared 

commitment. While our specific mandates may differ, 

we are, quite literally, in the same boat. We are 



 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                   

navigating the vast, vital, and often turbulent waters 

of the Philippine maritime industry with a  unified 

purpose:  ensure safety at sea and the protection of 

the environment. 

  

However, we must acknowledge that we are currently 

navigating through a challenging time. Our agencies 

and positions require immense public trust and 

confidence, yet the government is often plagued by 

issues that test this faith. Recent maritime incidents 

and challenges have tested the people’s trust in our 

capabilities, and it is during these trials that our 

integrity as public servants must be most fiercely 

upheld. We owe it to every Filipino to prove that 

maritime safety is not just a policy, but a promise 

kept by capable, transparent, and incorruptible 

leaders. Our response to these challenges must be 

defined by absolute transparency, unwavering 

fairness, and radical honesty. 

  

To move forward, we must address several critical 

hurdles with decisive actions. These include 

compliance with established policies, modernizing 

our shipping industry, improving our emergency 

response, and promoting sustainable practices. 

  

We must recognize a fundamental truth: no single 

agency can weather these storms alone. The path to 



 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                   

a safer, more efficient maritime sector lies in 

collaboration, knowledge sharing, and harmonized 

efforts. By harmonizing our efforts, we create a 

seamless shield of safety and efficiency. 

  

Let us transform this 6th Forum from a series of 

discussions into an actionable commitment. Let us 

sail together and serve together, leading the 

Philippine maritime industry toward a more secure 

and prosperous future for the  entire nation. 

  

Thank you, and I look forward to a day filled with 

productive engagement and transformative dialogue. 

  

  

  

  

 


