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HONORABLE SECRETARY KIKO BENITEZ, DISTINGUISHED TESDA
PARTNERS, FELLOW WORKERS IN GOVERNMENT, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN
GOOD MORNING.

Let me first express my heartfelt gratitude to both the personnel of the Partnership
and Linkages Office of TESDA and the Shipyards Regulation Service of MARINA for
their invaluable hard work, tireless effort, and commitment to achieve the renewal of
our Partnership for the Development of Training Programs and other Initiatives
in the Maritime Sector.

Back in 2021, the MARINA and TESDA entered into an Agreement to identify the skills
needed for future-proofing and the development of the Shipbuilding and Ship Repair
Sector.

The renewal of this Agreement signifies the continued efforts of the Maritime Industry
Authority to Develop Specialized Maritime Expertise that would support the reskilling
and upskilling of our Filipino maritime workers in accordance with the Maritime
Industry Development Plan (MIDP) 2028 which was signified by the Executive Order
No. 55 last February 24, 2024.

The Philippines ranks number 5 in the global Shipbuilding records. MARINA is proud
that we continue to export big ships built in the Philippines, the most recent of which
is MV Brave Pioneer, the first dual menthanol KAMSARMAX ship. Shipbuilding
leaders like South Korea and Japan are also looking at Filipino skilled workers to work
in their shipyards. Not only in shipyards that we need maritime skilled workers but
also on ships, to do the emergency and necessary hot works onboard.

With the renewal of this Agreement, MARINA wishes and appeals to TESDA that the
development off standardized training modules for ship welding, ship fitting and ship
pipe fittings be included in the priority areas. Development of these modules and
actual training will provide more employment opportunities to our Filipino people,
particularly so, to those in the provinces. One of challenges in the expansion of the
shipyards will be addressed, more ships will be built, both for foriegn and local use,
contributing not only to the image of the Philippines as a shipbuilding nation but more
importantly to national economic progress.

As we sail forward, rest assured of MARINA’s commitment to this Partnership, a
partnership anchored in trust, collaboration and shared responsibility for the
development of the maritime industry.

Together, let us make this Partnership successful not for our own achievements, but
livelihood of our fellow countrymen and progress of our nation.



Maraming salamat.

Muli, magandang umaga at mabuhay.



