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NAMING & DELIVERY OF M/V SERENE GRACE 

Celebration Lunch 

29 June 2026 

 

 

SPEECH 

ADMINISTRATOR SONIA B. MALALUAN 

 

MR. HIROTATSU KAMBARA, PRESIDENT OF 

KAMBARA KISEN, YOUR WARM WORDS AND YOUR 

CONTINUED CONFIDENCE IN PHILIPPINE 

SHIPBUILDING AND THE PHILIPPINE FLAG, SERVE TO 

MOTIVATE US TO LOOK BEYOND THE HORIZON. 

 

MR. YASUAKI SETO, PRESIDENT OF TSUNEISHI 

HEAVY INDUSTRIES CEBU, INC., WE SINCERELY 

APPRECIATE YOUR HOSPITALITY AS YOU GRACE US 

IN THIS MAGNIFICENT FACILITY, AND FOR THE 

CRAFTSMANSHIP AND DEDICATION THAT YOUR 

WORKFORCE HAS POURED INTO THIS SHIP. 

 

ESTEEMED  OFFICIALS OF SERENE BREEZE 

SHIPPING CORPORATION MS. JOSEFINA REYES, 

CHAIRPERSON, Mr. RAMON REGALA, PRESIDENT, 

MR. ROY R. ALAMPAY, GENERAL MANAGER,  THANK 

YOU FOR THE HONOR OF THIS INVITATION, AND FOR 
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ENTRUSTING THE MARITIME INDUSTRY AUTHORITY 

TO BE THE PRINCIPAL SPONSOR FOR THE NAMING 

AND DELIVERY OF M/V SERENE GRACE. 

 

MR. KAZUYUKI HASHIGUCHI OF SHUWA KAUIN 

KAISHA LTD, MR. YOSHIKATSU AKIYAMA OF THE 

EHIME BANK LTD, MS ANGELA DE VERA -REGALA, 

DISTINGUISHED GUESTS, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, 

GOOD AFTERNOON! 

 

IT IS A PRIVILEGE TO STAND HERE TODAY TO 

WITNESS THE BIRTH OF A NEW PHILIPPINE-

REGISTERED SHIP, THE M/V SERENE GRACE. 

 

THIS IS NOT MERELY A SHIPBUILDING MILESTONE. 

THIS IS A STATEMENT OF CONFIDENCE IN THE 

PHILIPPINE FLAG, IN FILIPINO SEAMANSHIP, AND IN 

THE ENDURING PARTNERSHIP BETWEEN PHILIPPINE 

SHIPPING COMPANIES AND THE WORLD-CLASS 

SHIPBUILDING CAPACITY THAT NOW CALLS CEBU 

HOME. 

 

M/V SERENE GRACE IS A 17,000 DWT GENERAL 

CARGO SHIP, PURPOSE-BUILT TO TRANSPORT 

SHIPBUILDING MATERIALS FROM JAPAN TO THIS 

VERY SHIPYARD. SHE WILL CARRY HER CARGO 

WITH PRECISION AND PURPOSE, SERVING AN 
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INDUSTRIAL SUPPLY CHAIN THAT LINKS JAPAN AND 

THE PHILIPPINES IN A RELATIONSHIP BUILT ON 

TRUST, QUALITY, AND MUTUAL BENEFIT. AND SHE 

WILL DO SO UNDER THE PHILIPPINE FLAG, MANNED 

BY FILIPINO OFFICERS AND CREW, WITH SIX (6) 

CADET BERTHS ON BOARD, TRAINING THE NEXT 

GENERATION OF FILIPINO SEAFARERS WHO WILL 

CARRY OUR FLAG WITH PRIDE ACROSS THE 

WORLD'S OCEANS. 

 

AT MARINA, THE REGISTRATION OF A NEW 

PHILIPPINE-FLAGGED SHIP IS ALWAYS A CAUSE FOR 

CELEBRATION.  EACH NEW VESSEL THAT JOINS OUR 

REGISTRY REPRESENTS NOT JUST A TONNAGE 

FIGURE, BUT A FILIPINO FAMILY SUSTAINED, A 

CAREER AT SEA MADE POSSIBLE, AND A NATION'S 

PRESENCE AFFIRMED ON THE GLOBAL MARITIME 

STAGE. M/V SERENE GRACE ADDS TO THAT STORY. 

 

AND YET, I MUST BE CANDID WITH YOU TODAY, 

BECAUSE WHAT MAKES THIS OCCASION TRULY 

REMARKABLE IS BEST UNDERSTOOD AGAINST A 

BROADER BACKDROP. 

 

IN RECENT YEARS, OUR OVERSEAS SHIPPING 

REGISTRY HAS FACED HEADWINDS. THE NUMBER 

OF PHILIPPINE-FLAGGED VESSELS ENGAGED IN 
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OVERSEAS TRADE HAS NOT GROWN AT THE PACE 

WE WOULD HAVE WISHED. MUCH OF WHAT WE 

REGISTER FOR OVERSEAS TRADE TODAY COMES 

THROUGH OUR BAREBOAT CHARTERING PROGRAM, 

AN ARRANGEMENT WHERE PHILIPPINE COMPANIES 

TAKE VESSELS ON CHARTER, OPERATE THEM 

UNDER OUR FLAG, AND REGISTER THEM IN OUR 

REGISTRY FOR THE DURATION OF THE CHARTER. IT 

IS A VALID AND VALUABLE MECHANISM, AND WE 

ARE PROUD OF IT. SERENE BREEZE SHIPPING 

CORPORATION HAS ITSELF AVAILED OF THIS 

PROGRAM TO BRING M/V SERENE GRACE UNDER 

THE PHILIPPINE FLAG. 

 

BUT HERE IS WHAT IS DIFFERENT ABOUT M/V 

SERENE GRACE, AND WHAT MAKES HER STORY 

UNLIKE ALMOST ANY OTHER VESSEL IN OUR 

BAREBOAT CHARTER REGISTRY. 

 

SHE WAS NOT BUILT ELSEWHERE AND THEN 

BROUGHT HERE. SHE WAS BUILT HERE IN CEBU, BY 

FILIPINO WORKERS, AT TSUNEISHI'S PHILIPPINE 

SHIPYARD. FOR THE FIRST TIME IN RECENT 

MEMORY, THE BAREBOAT CHARTERING PROGRAM 

IS NOT MERELY BRINGING A FOREIGN-BUILT VESSEL 

UNDER OUR FLAG. IT IS BRINGING HOME A VESSEL 

WHOSE VERY KEEL WAS LAID ON PHILIPPINE SOIL. 
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THE FLAG AND THE BIRTHPLACE, FOR ONCE, ARE 

ONE AND THE SAME. 

 

THIS, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, IS SOMETHING WE 

HAVE NOT SEEN ENOUGH OF. AND YET HERE SHE 

STANDS. 

 

M/V SERENE GRACE MAY BE ONE VESSEL, BUT SHE 

IS THE START. THE PROOF THAT PHILIPPINE 

SHIPPING COMPANIES CAN BUILD, OWN, AND 

OPERATE OCEAN-GOING VESSELS CONSTRUCTED 

RIGHT HERE IN THE PHILIPPINES. SHE 

DEMONSTRATES THAT TSUNEISHI CEBU IS NOT 

MERELY A FABRICATION FACILITY FOR FOREIGN 

PRINCIPALS, IT IS A WORLD-CLASS SHIPYARD 

CAPABLE OF DELIVERING VESSELS TO FLY THE 

PHILIPPINE FLAG. SHE SHOWS THAT A 

SUSTAINABLE, HOME-GROWN OVERSEAS SHIPPING 

FLEET IS NOT A DREAM DEFERRED, IT IS A PROJECT 

ALREADY UNDERWAY. 

 

WE HOPE, AND WE AT MARINA WILL WORK TO 

ENSURE  THAT OTHER PHILIPPINE SHIPPING 

COMPANIES TAKE NOTICE; THAT INVESTORS, 

FINANCIERS, AND MARITIME ENTREPRENEURS SEE 

IN M/V SERENE GRACE NOT JUST A SHIP, BUT A 

BUSINESS CASE; THAT THIS NAMING CEREMONY 
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BECOMES, IN YEARS TO COME, THE MOMENT THAT 

PEOPLE POINT TO AND SAY: THAT IS WHERE IT 

BEGAN. 

 

TO THE OWNERS OF M/V SERENE GRACE, TO 

SERENE BREEZE SHIPPING CORPORATION, TO 

KAMBARA KISEN, TO SHUWA KAIUN CO., LTD., AND 

TO THE ENTIRE TSUNEISHI FAMILY, WE STAND 

READY TO BE YOUR PARTNER AND YOUR FLAG 

STATE. YOU HAVE OUR COMMITMENT TO SUPPORT 

THIS SHIP THROUGHOUT HER SERVICE LIFE, TO BE 

AN EFFICIENT, RELIABLE, AND INTERNATIONALLY 

RESPECTED FLAG ADMINISTRATION THAT YOUR 

SHIP CAN BE PROUD TO BE REGISTERED UNDER. 

 

AS PRINCIPAL SPONSOR, IT WAS MY HONOR THIS 

MORNING TO SET M/V SERENE GRACE ON HER 

COURSE. IN THE TRADITION OF SEAFARERS 

ACROSS GENERATIONS, I OFFER THIS VESSEL, AND 

ALL WHO SAIL IN HER, A BLESSING FOR SAFE 

PASSAGE, CALM SEAS, AND FAIR WINDS. 

 

MAY SERENE GRACE LIVE UP TO HER NAME IN 

EVERY VOYAGE SHE UNDERTAKES. 

 

TO THE MASTER, THE OFFICERS, AND THE CREW 

WHO WILL BRING THIS SHIP TO LIFE, WE SALUTE 
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YOU. YOU ARE THE HEART OF THIS SHIP, AND THE 

AMBASSADORS OF THE FILIPINO SPIRIT. 

 

MABUHAY ANG M/V SERENE GRACE! MABUHAY ANG 

PILIPINAS! 

 

DOMO ARIGATO GOZAIMASU 


