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Professor Johan Bolmsten;  

Students of the World Maritime University (WMU) 

Maritime Education and Training specialization;  

Our WMU alumni serving in MARINA; 

Officials and personnel of the Maritime Industry 

Authority;  

Mr. Andreas Nordseth from EU-SCOPE; 

Ladies and gentlemen, good morning. 

On behalf of the Maritime Industry Authority of the 

Philippines, it is my pleasure to warmly welcome all 

of you to MARINA. 

We are honored to host the WMU Maritime Education 

and Training Field Study Visit and to receive such a 

diverse group of future maritime leaders 

representing different regions of the world. Your 

presence here reflects the truly global nature of our 

industry, an industry that connects nations, and 



supports sustainable development across 

continents. 

The Philippines takes pride in being the world's 

leading supplier of maritime professionals. Filipino 

seafarers continue to play a vital role in global 

shipping, serving onboard vessels that transport 

goods, energy, and people across the world. Behind 

this contribution is a continuing commitment to 

maintaining high standards of maritime education, 

training, certification, and regulatory oversight in 

accordance with international conventions and best 

practices. 

Today, we are pleased to share with you our 

experiences, initiatives, and continuing efforts in 

implementing maritime education and training 

policies, particularly in the context of the STCW 

Convention, digital transformation, quality 

assurance, and human resource development. We 

hope that your visit will provide valuable insights into 

how the Philippines has developed its maritime 

governance framework and how MARINA works with 

industry, academia, and international partners to 

support a competent, and future-ready maritime 

workforce. 

This visit is particularly meaningful because it 

strengthens the longstanding relationship between 

MARINA and the World Maritime University. Over the 



years, WMU has contributed significantly to the 

professional development of many Filipino maritime 

leaders and policymakers. Several of our own 

officials and technical personnel, including me, are 

proud WMU graduates who continue to apply the 

knowledge, skills, and global perspectives gained 

from our beloved University in advancing maritime 

governance and development in the Philippines. 

To our WMU students, I encourage you to make the 

most of this opportunity. Engage actively in the 

discussions, ask questions, exchange ideas, and 

learn not only from the presentations but also from 

one another. The diversity of experiences and 

perspectives represented in this room is one of the 

greatest strengths of the WMU community. 

As future maritime professionals, policymakers, 

educators, and industry leaders, you will help shape 

the future of shipping at a time when the sector is 

undergoing unprecedented transformation, from 

digitalization and automation to a greener and more 

sustainable maritime operations. Addressing these 

challenges will require international cooperation, 

innovation, strong leadership, and strategic 

management. We are confident that each of you will 

play an important role in that journey. 

Once again, welcome to MARINA and welcome to the 

Philippines. We are delighted to have you with us and 



we hope that your field study visit will be both 

productive and memorable. 

We wish you a meaningful engagement, fruitful 

discussions, and an enjoyable stay in Manila. 

Maraming salamat, and magandang umaga sa inyong 

lahat. 

 


